
Summer 2 project
Movement in painting (Samantha French)

For our final half term in year 5, 
we will be developing our 
painting skills by using 
watercolour to create 
movement in paintings and 
also exploring how to make 
secondary and tertiary colours.

We will be focusing on the 
artist Samantha French and 
that is what you will basing your 
project on.

Like we have done in class for Andrea Lauren, I would like either 
slides or a double page spread that includes:
● Who is Samantha French? (Key facts about her and her 

work)
● What kind of paintings does she do?
● Explore the slides and sketch/comment on some of your 

favourite pieces you would like to use as inspiration for 
your own work.

We would also like you to look at watercolour and painting more 
generally to find out…
● What is watercolour?
● Who are some famous watercolour artists?
● What are the different techniques that can be used in 

watercolour painting - can you explain or even experiment 
with some of these techniques?

Finally, what underwater scene have you been inspired to 
produce?
● You could explain some of your ideas
● You could produce some small sketches of your plans.



Samantha French
Born and raised in north central Minnesota, Samantha French graduated from the 

Minneapolis College of Art and Design in 2005. French’s current body of work 

explores the idea of escape, the tranquility and nostalgia for the lazy summer days 

of her childhood. The series is inspired by Samantha’s own reflections and memories 

of her childhood summers spent in the lakes of Northern Minnesota. French actively 

exhibits her paintings and is included in many private and public collections 

throughout the country while her work has garnered extensive international and 

national press. She is a full-time painter and keeps a studio in the Hudson Valley 

(New York).

"My current body of work is focused on swimmers underwater and above. Using 

vague yet consuming memories from my childhood summers spent immersed in the 

tepid lakes of northern Minnesota, I attempt to recreate the quiet tranquility of water 

and nature; of days spent sinking and floating, still and peaceful. These paintings 

are a link to my home and continual search for the feeling of the sun on my face 

and warm summer days at the lake. They are an escape, a subtle reprieve from the 

day-to-day.  This combination of memory, observation and photography has allowed 

me to preserve the transitory qualities of water and remembrance."



Samantha French - examples of her work



Samantha French - examples of her work



Task 2 - exploring watercolour painting

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-painting-techniques/
z7h76v4 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0113vg2 

https://www.williamturner.org/watercolours/ (JMW Turner - a famous watercolour 
artist)

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction_to_watercolour/  (an introduction to 
some different techniques.)
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-painting-techniques/z7h76v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0113vg2
https://www.williamturner.org/watercolours/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction_to_watercolour/

