
Listening to Children Read
Information for Adults

At Farnham we aim that both the teaching of reading skills, and the

enjoyment of literature, enable our children to become lifelong,

confident readers.

Reading is a fundamental skill, used to stimulate children’s

imaginations and learn to acquire a love for books. We are dedicated

to ensuring all children enjoy reading as  well as become confident

readers.

We understand the importance of creating parent partnership and

have included information and advice in this booklet about how we

teach reading in school and how you can support reading at home.



Reading at school
● Whole class guided reading - text focused lesson which teaches

the skills needed to read confidently and with understanding.
● Sharing books - reading to children.
● Reading opportunities in all curriculum areas and in daily  routines

and activities, as an integral part of the school day.
● Daily RWI phonics in Early Years and Key Stage 1.
● Those children who require additional phonics support will receive

further interventions in Key Stage 2.
● Individual reading books to take home.
● Children chose a book from the school library once a week.

Reading at home

● Establish a regular time and  place for
daily reading, such as before bed.

● Keep a variety of reading materials
available (picture books,  fiction,
non-fiction, chapter books, atlases, dictionaries,  magazines,
newspapers, join the library and visit regularly).

● Make sure there is plenty of paper and writing tools in places  that
children can reach.

● Role models – share your own experiences of books (eg.  talking
about favourite book) and read yourself – children will  want to
follow your example.

● Lots of talk! Ask questions encouraging children to think and
make predictions about what they are reading.

● Play word games/ board games.
● Involve children in reading/ writing for specific uses as well as

pleasure (eg. shopping list).
● Respond positively to children’s reading and writing.



Home reading books

● Look at the front cover, back cover and pictures to engage
children.

● Encourage children to point to the words as they read.  • Give
children time and encouragement to have a go at  reading
independently.

● If they are stuck on a word, support them with reading it rather  than
telling them.

● Make the experience interactive by asking questions about  the
story, the pictures and what they think of the characters –  focus on
comprehension as well as word decoding.

● Encourage children to spot any spellings they are learning  (esp.
tricky words which they cannot sound out e.g. the, you,  was).

Reading records

Comments from parents are helpful to let the class teacher  know
how a child is getting on with reading at home.



READING STRATEGIES

When I am reading something I can use the following things to
help me:

I use the pictures to help
me.

“C-A-R-P-
E- T”

“CAR –
PET”

“CARPE
T”

I use Fredtalk for
the words I don’t

know.

I look for smaller words
inside words.

“tEACHer”

“en – joy
– able”

“Enjoyabl
e”

I can break words
down into syllables.



I use punctuation
to help me make
sense of what I

am reading.

I read on to see if I can
work out the meaning
of a word I don’t know

I go back and read a
word or sentence

again if I don’t
understand it.

I listen to what I am
reading to see if it

makes sense.



I check that I am right
by going back to look

at words carefully.

I ask questions to
help me with my
reading if I don’t

understand.

:

I can tell when I’ve
made a mistake and

go back to try and put
it right.

I talk through my ideas,
thoughts and feelings

about what I’m reading.



I think about what
might happen in the
book and I can say

why.

I use words I can see
around me or that I
have read before.

When I read I
imagine what is
happening and

create a picture in
my mind.



Learning to Read using Read Write Inc Phonics

At school, your child is learning to read with Read Write Inc.
Phonics, a very popular and successful literacy programme.

Your child will learn to read through the following steps:
● Read letters by their ‘sounds’
● Blend these sounds into words
● Read the words in a story.

Your child will already have learnt to read:
● Set 1 Speed Sounds: these are sounds written with one letter:
● m a s d t i n p g o c k u b f e l h r j v y w z x and sounds

written with two letters (your child will call these ‘special
friends’): sh th ch qu ng nk ck

● Words containing these sounds, by sound-blending, e.g. m–a–t
mat, c–a–t cat, g–o–t got, f–i–sh fi sh, s–p–o–t spot, b–e–s–t
best, s–p–l–a–sh splash

● Blending Books and Red, Green and Purple Storybooks.

Now, he or she will learn to read:
● Set 2 Speed Sounds: ay ee igh ow oo oo ar or air ir ou oy
● Words containing these sounds
● Pink, Orange and Yellow Storybooks.

Next, he or she will learn to read:
● Set 3 Speed Sounds: ea oi a-e i-e o-e u-e aw are ur er ow ai

oa ew ire ear ure
● Words containing these sounds
● Blue and Grey Storybooks.



Types of Questions

Literal Questions

Recall: recalling or revising material that has already been covered
Comprehension: understanding the main points of a story

Higher Order Questions

Application Questions: Transferring knowledge learned in one context to another

Do you know any other story which has a similar theme, e.g. good over evil,
weak over strong, wise over foolish?
Can you think of another story which deals with the same issues, e.g. social,
cultural, moral, issues?
Can you think of another author who handles time in this way? e.g. flashbacks,
dreams
Which stories have openings like this?

Analytical Questions: Analysing mood, setting, characters, expressing opinions and
preferences, make  inference and deduction, refer to text

How does the layout help …? e.g. paragraphs, sub-headings, font
Why are words misspelt in this comic?
What makes you think that?
What words give you that impression?
How did …? E.g. the ostler betray Bess and the Highwayman? Can you
explain why?
Do you agree with …’s opinion?
I wonder what the writer intended? Explain
why the writer has decided to …?
How were the purposes of the texts different?
What can you tell about the viewpoint of the author?



Questions requiring synthesis: Developing a critical stance based on information from
a range of sources

What ideas are we given about …? e.g. impact of weather
What does the author think about …? e.g. looking after the countryside
What is your opinion? What evidence do you have to support your view?
Using evidence from the text can you tell me what you feel about …?
Based on what you have read, what do you think about, e.g. global
warming?
What would this character think about …? (possibly a present day issue)
Look at the descriptions of 3 people. Who is most likely to buy this book?
In what kind of magazine would you expect to find an article like this?
Why were …? e.g. the quotations included

Evaluation questions: Making judgements, explaining reasons for judgements,
comparing and contrasting, developing reasoning using evidence.

What makes this a successful text? What evidence do you have to justify your
opinion?
Does it work?
Could it be better? Is it as good as …?
Which is better and why?
Which text do you think is more/most effective?
Which text is giving the writer’s own opinion? How do you know?



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning.

What voice might the character use?
How would the character say ...?
What strategies would you use when you get stuck on a word?

Retrieval: To understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas
from texts and use quotation and reference to the text.

Find a few words/phrases/sentences that tell you about ....
(character, setting, atmosphere)
What do other people say about the character?
How did ...?
Who had ...?
What happened to ...?
What happened after ...?
Who is/was ...?
What was ... doing when ...?
What did ... do, after ... did ...?
What makes (name of character) special?
Which word tells you about how big/small ...?
How often ...? How many ...?
What is another name for ...?
Who is telling the story?
Is it true/ false that ...?
Give one example of ...
How old/big/heavy/strong etc ...?
What does (a particular word) mean?
Draw a timeline of events.
Find two/three facts/reasons for ...

Non-fiction books:
What is the text about? What is the title of the text? Who is the author of the
text?
What kind of things would you expect to see in this book?
Can you find examples of different features of this text type?
Find something that interests you from the text. Explain why you chose that
particular part.
Where would you look to find out what a technical word means?
What is on the cover of the book? What does this tell you about the content
inside?



Inference: To deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas
from texts.

What do you think this story is going to be about? Where you right?
How did (character’s) actions affect the outcome of the story?
How does (character) feel at this point and what does it tell
you about him/her?
Do you remember what ... did the first time?
In the light of what you know now, why do you think he felt so (angry/happy
etc)?
Why did ... say/do/think ...?
What was ... sad/happy/surprised/excited?
What does (a particular phrase) mean?
What did ... enjoy/dislike/find surprising? Why?
What did ... mean when she/he said ...?
What does (a particular phrase) tell you about what ... was thinking/feeling?
What was ... thinking when ...? How do you know?
What does this character feel about? How do you know?
What do these pages/paragraphs tell you about?
What do you learn from ...?
What is the main idea of this part of the poem/chapter/ article?
Find two examples to support your point of view.
Why is ... an appropriate title for this text?
Give one of the effects of doing/not doing ... Do you think ...?

Non-fiction books:
Which parts of the book could help you find the information you need?
When would you use the contents page in the
book?
When would you use the index page in the book?
What sort of person do you think would use this book?
When might someone use this book? Why?
Can you suggest ideas for other sections or chapters to go into the book?
Do you think the author of the book is an ‘expert’ about the topic of the book?
Why/why not?
What is happening?
What do you think might have happened before?
What do you think might happen next?



Explain: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of
texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level.

Why is the text arranged in this way?
How does beginning the passage with a question make the reader want to
read on?
Look at the way the poem is organised. Are there any words that signpost
change? What effect does this change have?
What is the effect of the change of rhyme scheme?
How does the form of this poem suit the ideas it expresses?
Why has the writer used these repetitive structures?
Why is there an exclamation mark/question mark/colon/ bullet
point ...?
Where does the writer give another point of view?
How does she/he signal that s/he is going to do this?
Is the use of direct speech here effective? Why/why not?
How does it fit in to the presentation of his/her argument?

Non-fiction books:
What is the purpose of the writing in the boxes/bold type/italic/etc ?
Why is the background in this piece a different colour?
How have the different parts of the text been made clear?
What is the heading/sub-heading for?
Why are there lines to the picture/photograph?
How does the layout and presentation of this advertisement help to persuade
you to take notice of its campaign/message?
How many paragraphs? What conjunctions? How are the topic sentences
used?
Why is there a contents page/index/glossary?
Can you find an example of a page you think has an interesting layout? Why
did you choose it?
Can you find examples of words which tell you the order of something?
What kind of a text is this? How do you know?
How are the beginning and ending similar? Why is this order of events
significant?



Explain: Explain and comment on the writer’s use of language,
including grammatical and literary features at word and sentences level.

What effect has the author created? How?
What do the onomatopoeic words tell you?
What does ... mean?
Think of another more/less emotive word you can substitute here? What
different effect would you word have?
Find a metaphor that helps you visualise ...What makes it
effective?

Non-fiction books:
How does the information in this paragraph try to influence your view of ...?
Which bullet points are fact and which are opinion? How do you know?
Why does this book contain technical vocabulary?
Find an example of a technical word.
Read the sentence it’s in. What do you think it means based on how it’s used
in the sentence?
Are there any examples of persuasive language?
Why do we need a glossary in a text?
What does ... tell you about how the speaker is feeling?

Author’s Choice - Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and
viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader.

What did you learn about ... from ...?
Why is the story called ...?
Why did s/he explain ... in this way?
What impression does the writer give of ...’s character? What makes you feel this?
Why did the writer choose (these words) to describe ...?
How effective is (e.g. the comparison of animals with human beings) in getting across
the writer’s viewpoint?
Why does the author begin with ...? How does this make you want to read on?
Has the writer got one clear viewpoint on ...? How do you know?

Non-fiction books:
Why has the writer written this text? What do you think he/she thinks about the
topic?
Have you found any of the illustrations, diagrams or pictures useful? Why/why not?
Try to explain fully
Why did the writer choose to present the information in the way they did?
How could the information be presented better?
What makes this text successful?
Are there any features that it hasn’t got? Why do
you think it doesn’t have them?
Can you think of another text that is similar to this one? What are the similarities and
differences between them?
Which was the most exciting part of the story? Explain why.
How can you recognise the attitude of this character?




